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Voters to determine impact of presidential debates on election day 
Pat Springer 

The impact, the presidential 
debates has had on voters, if any, 
will soon be determined. 

The series of debates may be 
more accurately described as joint 
press conferences with the 
candidates responding to ques
tions by the panel and refuting 
each other's answers. 

27 minute delay 
In the first debate, both 

candidates were obviousiy tense, 
refusing to sit down during the 
infamous 27 minute delay for fear 
they would project a weak image 
to the viewers. They would not 
even talk to the panel of 
journalists for fear the micro
phones would come on as they 
were saying something potentially 
damaging. 

Ford's unprecedented willing
ness to debate was made in an 
attempt to draw support through 
forcing Carter to take specific 
stands on the issues. The debates 

The Governor stan and 
advisor wish to extend their 
sincerest sympathy to Jim 
Martin and his family. Jim's 
father died suddenly Satur
day evening. 

We share the sorrow of a 
fellow staff member and 
friend. 
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were to have generally favored 
Ford who is slightly behind in 
the polls. 

Nothing new came out of the 
debates as both candidates relied 
on tested campaign rhetoric, 
except for Ford's flip-flop concern
ing the independence of Eastern 
European satellite countries of 
Soviet domination. 

Image projection 
Throughout the debates, Presi

dent Ford tried to convey a 
"Presidential" image responding 
to certain questions as though he 
had access to information that his 
opponent did not. 

Jimmy Carter continued his 
attacks on the poor leadership of 
President Ford, blaming him for 
the poor economic conditions 
plagueing the country. 

At the conclusion·of the first two 
debates, it was a draw between 
the candidates, a slight victory. 
for each according to the judges 
and the polls. 

Editorial in Nature 

Carter was to have had the 
advantage over Ford on domestic 
issues, while Ford was to have had 
the edge on foreign policy and 
defense due to his experience in 
the House and as President. 

Veep confrontation 

The stage was then set for the 
clash between the Vice Presi
dential candidates. 

Consistent with his image as a 
hatchet man, Senator Dole lashed 
out at liberal 'nice guy' Mondale. 
He blamed the Democrats for US 
involvement in recent wars. 

At first amusing, Dole's one 
liners grew old as Mondale 
criticized Dole's poor voting 
record for the consumer and the 
support of tax loopholes for the 
wealthy. The senator from Kansas 
countered by emphasizing his 
Minnesotan counterpart's lack of 
defense program support. 

In the final debate, however, a 
little more of the personalities of 

the contenders was reflected. For 
example, Jimmy Carter admitted 
he did not really know how to 
handle the "Playboy" interview 
and regretted having consented to 
give it. 

It is regrettable that both 
candidates had to concern them
selves with image projection as 
they did, having to respond to 
questions so cautiously that voters 
learned nothing. 

Educational for voters 
Perhaps American voters place 

too much emphasis on the way a 
person handles himself under 
stress. Though definitely impor
tant, it inhibits the candidates 
performance. 

The debates may have served 
only to further confuse the voters. 
But, never-the-less, those four 
"Press Conferences" were a 
positive step in educating the 
voters and adding spice to a lack 
luster campaign. 

Freedom of the press instrumental in maintaining democracy 
Newspapers in the United States have 

historically served to keep government accountable 
to the people. A recent notable example of this was 
the undercover work done by now famous 
journalists Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein in 
bringing to light many of the Scandals of the Nixon 
administration. 

The press is, at times, criticized for stressing 
only bad news 

At times, though reporters have abused the 
privilege granted them, as in the case of the release 
of the Pentagon Papers and more recently the 
publication of classified material by the CBS 
correspondent Daniel Schorr. 

Daniel Patrick Moynihan, former US Ambas
sador to the UN once noted that, ''It is the mark of a 
democracy that its press should be filled with bad 
news. When one comes to a country where the 
press is filled with good news, one can be pretty 
sure that the jails are filled with good men." 

The high school press, too, strives to inform its 
readers on items of interest. It is limited, though, 
by its responsibility to promote the school, limited 
finances, lack of time for in-depth pursuit of many 
issues, and the threat of libel suits. It is widely accepted though, that government 

agencies tend to use secrecy labels as a shield for 
embarrassing performances, so it becomes a matter 
of deciding whether or not it is in the nation's best 
interest to publish a controversial item. 

The high school press also enjoys freedoms, 
however, criticism of the school board and 
administration of the teachers and students, 
are valid topics for high school newspapers. 

"Governor" survey is favorable to national voter percentage 

Pat Springer 

In light of the high rate of voter 
apathy nation wide, especially 
among young adults, it is 
encouraging to note that 80% of 
the Riggs student body indicated 
that they would exercise their 
right to vote if they were of age. 

The "Governor" conducted a 
straw poll last week, questioning 
400 students as to whether they 
would vote in the national election 
Nov. 2 if they were eligible. 

Among the 18 year olds eligible, 
a discouraging 65% indicated they 
had not registered, however. 
Evidently it is one thing to say you 
are going to vote in answering a 
mrvey and quite another to bother 
'.o register and vote when the 
)pportunity is available. 

Citing a lack of knowledge of the 
issues was the reason 35 percent 
gave in not wanting to vote; while 
33 percent felt that voting was 

ineffective because of corrupt 
politicians. 

If recent national polls are 
accurate, a record 50 percent of 
those eligible to vote in the United 
States will choose to stay home on 
election day. 

Currently the United States, 
long a symbol of democracy, has 
the second lowest voter turnout 
record in the world. If projections 
are correct and the trend 
continues, the United States will 
soon replace Botswana, an African 
Republic, as the nation with the 
fewest voters, a dubious distinc
tion. 

Even more distressing is the 
fact that young voters, ages 18-25, 
form the biggest percentage of 
apathetic voters. 

Different reasons for the 
situation have been offered. 
Among them is distrust. During 
the Watergate era, voters became 

increasingly skeptical of politi
cians. 

Also a large number of voters 
apparently feel their vote doesn't 
count; the electoral college, 
chooses the president, therefore 
individual votes aren't signifigant. 

Another contributing factor to 
voter disinterest is the fact that 
neither major candidate has been 
able to generate enthusiasm 
.amoi:ig the �lectorate. 

Despite his anti-Washington 
appeal, support from labor, and 
toothy grin, Jimmy Carter 
evidently doesn't instill enough 
confidence to gain wide support. 

Also President Ford, with his 
damaging pardon and connections 
to the Nixon administration, 
narrow nomination victory, and 
relatively bland campaign style 
has failed to arouse the voters. 

Whatever the reason, a 50 
percent voter apathy rate is 
inexcusable. 
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Ford defeates Carter; Republicans dominate in student mock election 
Gerald Ford has been elected 

president by a sound margin over 
challanger Jimmy Carter in 
Tuesdays mock election at Riggs 
High. 

The Ford-Dole team got a solid 
mandate capturing 59% of the 
vote, to Carter's 40%. 

The Republican party is in good 
shape in Riggs High at least, the 
G.O.P. captured six of the eight 
political offices up for election 
including the Presidency. 

In other races, james Abdnor 
defeated challenger Grace Mickel
son by a 3-1 margin to retain his 
seat in the House of Representa
tives and incumbant Democrat 
Jack Weiland edged Charolette 
Fisher by 28 votes to retain his 
position as Public Utilities 
Commissioner. Homer Harding, 
another Republican, retained his 
seat in the South Dakota Senate 
by soundly defeating challenger 
Ernest R. Stephenson. 

Incumbents Neil Ciarke and 
Benny Gross fought back chal
langers Ann Van Lean and 
Kenneth Sutton to remain in the 
S.D. House of Representatives.

Ruth Hanigan was elected 
county treasurer over Helen Higgs 
and Thomas M. Mahar, the other 
victorious Democrat, was elected 
States Attorney over Charles P. 
Schroyer. 

In a close race, Robert B. Hipple 
defeated Curtis Johnson for 
Director-at-Large representing 
Municipalities in the Oahe 
Conservancy Sub-District, a non
political office. 

The election was conducted by 
the State Classes under the 
direction of Mr. Tom Ball and Mr. 
Dick Kennedy. Two days last 
week were designated as registra
tion days. Only those students who 
registered (indicating party pre
ference) were allowed to vote in 
the mock election. 

Over 66% of the registered 
voters voted, which is above the 
national average. The sophomores 
had the largest voter turnout with 
73 percent, followed closely by the 
Juniors with 71 % of the class 
choosing to exercise their voting 
right. The seniors, those nearest 
to legal voting age, had the 
poorest turnout with only 49%. 

RESULTS OF THE STUDENT' MOCK ELECTION 

Presidential Candidate 
Ford-Dole (Rep.) ...... .. 288 
Carter-Mondale (Dem.) ... 197 
Camejo-Reid_ ............. 3 
Macbride-Bergland ........ 2 
Hall Tyner ................ 1 

U.S. Representative Congress 
James Abdnor (Rep.) .... 359 
Grace Mickelson (Dem.) .. 111 

Public Utilities Commissioner 
Jack Weiland (Dem.) ..... 256 
Charolotte Fischer (Rep.) . 228 

Member of the Senate 
G. Homer Harding (Rep.) . 340
E. R. Stephenson (Dem.) .131

Member of the House of 
Representatives 
Neil Clarke (Rep.) ........ 264 
Benny G. Gross (Rep.) ..... 217 
Kenneth A. Sutton (Dem.) .165 
Ann VanLoan (Dem.) ..... 119 

County Treasurer 
Ruth Hanigan (Rep.) ...... 291 
Helen M. Higgs (Dem.) .... 165 

States Attorney 
Thomas M. Maher (Dem.) .. 289 
Charles P. Schroyer (Rep.) .183 

Director Oahe Conservancy 
Sub-District 
Robert B. Hipple ........ 240 
Curtis Johnson .......... 220 

Independent Candidates may play 
important role in election Tues. RE6IST[ 

HERE As election day nears, with the 
race between Carter and Ford still 
very close, the role of the 
Independent candidates becomes 
increasingly important. 

Although not a threat to 
actually gain office, these candi
dates have their own determined 
supporters and should the election 
be forced into the House of 
Representatives, they could have 
a definite effect on the outcome. 

Several Independents on the 
South Dakota ballot include: Hall 
and Tynar, Communist; MacBride 
and Bergland, and Camejo and 
Reid. Gus Hall is the first member 
of the Communist party to appear 
on the South Dakota ballot. 

A lack of money is the main 
problem facing the Independent 
candiates. The Federal Election 
Commission controls funding with 
the major party candidates first in 
line to receive the allotted money 
for the respective campaigns. 

This may explain why none of 
the major Independents like Gene 
McCarthy and Lester Maddox are 
on the South Dakota ballot. As 
South Dakota has only four 
electoral votes, these candidates 
have felt it a waste of effort to 
spend precious money to get onthe 
ballot and conduct a campaign. 

Voters, dissatisfied with the 
mafor party candidates may 
choose to select one of the " 
Independents or do, as many 
Americans predicted to do, 
simply not vote at all. 

S.D., small states,

could decide winner
The outcome of Tuesday's 

election will decide who: the next 
president of the United States will 
be, maybe. 

With the race between Carter 
and Ford "too close to call" 
according to many leading 
authorities, it is interesting to note 
what could happen. 

If neither candidate receives a 
majority of at least 270 of the 538 
electoral votes, the election is 
thrown into the House of 
Representatives. 

If this should happen (it has 
happened twice, in 1800 and 1824) 
the situation becomes drastically 
changed. 

In the House, each State has one 
vote, giving South Dakota, with 
only two electoral votes, the same 
voting power as New York with 
43. 

Theoretically, Ii majority of 
sparsely populated states could 
decide the winner regardless of 
how many millions of voters 
favored the other candidate. 

Esther Crawford and Barb Fischer register Kathy Tiollion and Barb 
Saffel forTuesday's mock election at Riggs High. 86% of the student 
body registered. 
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12 vocalists, one instrumentalist in All-State Chorus & Orchestra 
Thirteen Riggs High musicians 

are prepariang for the All-State 
Chorus and Orchestra to be held 
in Huron Nov. 5-6. 

Brad Vieth has won a position as 
2nd chair oboe in the orchestra and 
12 vocalists will sing in the chorus. 

Individuals competing in this 
year's chorus are: sopranos, 
Althea Fuoss, Kathy Feldsien, 
Else Bernt; altos, Kristi Smalley, 
Anita Fuoss, Susanna Nielson; 
tenors, Andy Barden, Dan Sahr, 
Rick Maas; bass, Clyde Linn, Les 
Traut and Darrell Hartmann. 

Mr. Rodney Eichenberger, 
director of choral activities at the 
University of Seattle, Washington, 
will conduct the two day event. 

The final concert features 1000 
voices presenting eight numbers 
which range from Handel to a 
noise piece by Folk Rabe. 

The All-State Orchestra and 
Chorus combine for three numbers 
as a climax to the concert. 

Four of the Riggs High All
Staters were also in the group last 
year, Althea Fuoss, Clyde Linn, 
Les Traut and Rick Maas. 

Governor, Gumbo Rate First Class 
First class, excellent ratings 

were presented to both the Riggs 
high yearbook and newspaper for 
1975-76 from the South Dakota 
High School Journalism Associa
tion Contest at the annual State 
High School Journalism Conven
tion in Brookings on October 1. 

Out of a possible 200 points, the 
'"Gumbo" received 172, scoring 
highest in layout design, writing
editing, and typography-press
work. Judge, Mrs. Liz Williams, 
Brookings, commented on the 
writing and editing, "very 
thorough and very 'newsy', you 
deal with the contraversial as well 
as the routine." 

Out of a possible 500 points, the 
"Governor" received 408 points. 
Strong points included opinion 
polls, good sports coverage, good 
photography, good sports cover
age, good headlines and good 
graphic design. 

The paper was criticized for 
having no in-depth or interpreta-

tive news stories. The stories did 
not completely cover the new'>. 
and editorials did not show 
evidence of research, were other 
criticisms listed by the judges. 

Music Department 
again sponsors 
all school variety show 

The annual Riggs High variety 
show, sponsored by the music 
department is scheduled for Nov. 
26, the Monday before Thanksgiv
ing, in the Riggs High gym. 

Any student or group who 
would like to perform and be a 
part of the show should contact 
Mrs. Jeanne Dahlin, vocal 
instructor, or Mr. Paul Upsahl, 
band instuctor, by Nov. 8. 

Cash prizes will be awarded for 
the best performances. 

Some acts that could be used 
according to Mrs. Dahlin are 
singing, dancing, comedy, instru
mental solos and groups. 

Nan Williams DAR Good Citizen 
Nan Williams has been chosen 

as Riggs High School's DAR good 
citizen for 1976-77 by the senior 
class and faculty. 

Nan Williams is the 1976-77 
DAR good citizen. 

The DAR (Daughters of the 
American Revolution) conducts 
the Good Citizen contest each year 
for boys and girls in the senior 
class of all approved public, 
private and parochial schools in 
the United States. 

The senior class nominated four 
girls and four boys who possess 
the qualities of dependability, 
service, leadership and patriotism. 
From these eight students, the 
faculty elected the Good Citizen of 
the year. 

Nan's name will now be entered 
in the Regional contest. If she wins 
that she will go the the State and 
then possibly to National competi
tion. The state winner receives a 
$50 bond. Second and third place 
winners each receive a $25 bond. 

Nan is the editor of the 1977 
Gumbo. She was assistant editor 
last year. She is active in Drill 
Team and in National Honor 
Society. She was chosen for Girls 
State last spring. 

Members of the AU-State Chorus are back row; Rick Maas, Les Traut, 
Darrell Hartman, Clyde Linn; front row, Else Bernt, Althea Fuoss, 
Kathy Feldsien, Dan Sahr, Andy Barden, Anita Fuoss, Kristie Smalley 
and Susanna Nielsom. [photo by Terry Doran] 

Adam nominated to attend seminar 
A trip to Chicago for the Hugh 

O'Brien Leadership Seminar may 
be in the making for Riggs High 
Sophomore Kathy Adam. 

The seminar is sponsored by the 
Hugh O'Brien Youth Foundation, 
an organization established in 1958 
by actor Hugh O'Brien. Its 
purpose is to recognize young 
people with leadership capabili
ties. 

One student from each state is 
chosen to attend the week-long 
seminar on America's Incentive 
system to be held April 16-23. 
Expenses are paid by the Hugh 
O'Brien Foundation. 

Kathy was chosen from the 
sophomore class on the basis of her 
scholastic record, activities within 
the school and church participa
tion. 

76-77 declam contestants
to be judged Monday

The Riggs High School 1�76 
Oral Interpretation contestants 
are "Energetic and eager to 
perform" according to Mrs. Carol 
MacNally, declam advisor. 

Twenty one students will 
compete in the local contest 
Monday night in Room 101 with 
Mrs. Pally Pinney as judge. There 
are two teams competing in dual 
acting, five in the dramatic 
division, four in oratory, three in 
poetry and five in the humorous 
division. 

Winners of the local contest will 
advance to Watertown for the 
regional contest Nov. 9. The 
division winners compete on the 
state level in Pierre Nov. 19-20. 

Kathy is active in the YMCA 
program and has helped coach 
baskeibail to grade school girls at 
the "Y". She is active in the Teen 
Age Republicans. She was 
nominated for DAR Citizenship for 
her class for two years. She is 
actively involved in Girl Scouts 
and has recently joined the 
"Friends of the Library" organiza
tion. She is in the school band and 
the city band. She has been on the 
girls varsity basketball team. She 
is also very active in her church's 
young people's group. 

Mr. Paul Harens--teacher 
varsity debate coach-
and now CFC president 

Mr. Paul A. Harens has two 
more duties to tend to besides 
teaching speech and coaching the 
varsity debate team this year. He 
has been elected president of the 
Central Forensics Conference 
(CFC) and President of Pierre 
Players for 1977. 

The CFC is made up of the 
schools who sponsor debate teams 
in Central South Dakota. As 
president of CFC, Mr. Harens 
duties will be to administer
tournaments, and to coordinate
the dates of the tournaments as 
well as conduct the CFC meetings.

As president of Pierre Players,
Mr. Harens is in charge of lining
up the 1976-77 season. Three plays
will be presented this year
including "Play It Again Sam" a
comedy by Woody Allen which is 
set for Nov. 8-12 at the Elks Club. 
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Girls Cross Country Team Wins Regional Title In Huron Oct. 23
The girls cross country team ran 

away with the regional title on 
Friday, Oct. 22 having a 12 point 
lead over the nearest contender, 
Huron. 

Other teams in Region III are 
Mitchell, Yankton and Winner. 

The girls placed were Teri 
Lautenschlager 1st, Rhonda Pier 
2nd, LaRie Nelson 3rd, Kristi 
Hoenscheid 10th, Ahlene Stillwell 
13th, Jacque Gardner 15th, and 
Kim Paulson 20th. All seven girls 
qualify for State "AA" meet Nov. 
1, at Brookings. Coach Lundeen 
said "I think we can finish in the 
top five." 

"Most of the meets have been at 
the new distance of 3,000 meters 
(or over 1 ½ miles). The girls have 
placed 3rd or better at all the 
meets this season. They have been 
beaten in "AA" competition by 
only Rapid City Stevens and 
Watertown." 

In the ESD meet at Brookings 
Saturday, Oct. 15, they ran in 
strong and chilly temperatures. 
Lundeen added, "This meet gave 
us the best showing of the season 
and brightened up the picture for 
the Regional and State meets. I 
believe that LaRie Nelson, Rhonda 

Pier and Teri Lautenschlager are 
among three of the best girls cross 
country runners in the state. Teri 
holds the school record for 3,000 
meters at 11:35 minutes and LaRie 
Nelson second at 11:36. 

"The key to the success of the 
girls team has been the strong 
showing recently of Ahlene 
Stillwell. Most of the titles are 
decided by the fifth runner. 

"In cross country, you enter 
seven runners, with the top five 
from each school figuring in the 
team scoring. The. other two 
runners can add points by beating 
on of the opponents first five 
runners. 

"The most exciting meets of the 
year are the last three-ESD, 
Regionals and State. Even though 
it would have been nice to win the 
ESD title, we might still surprise 
the favorites at the State meet." 
(Top teams at State are Rapid City 
S t· evens, Watertown, brookings, 
and Pierre). 

"Cross country is a self
diciplined sport in that you must 
do more work on your own and 
push yourself beyond your 
expectations if you are to be a 
winner. 

The tennis season is over, but the girls on the '76 tennis team were 
willing to grab a racquet and pose. The team members are from the left 
bottom row: Lisa Brinkman, Colleen Huntley, Sigrid Werthmann; top 
row, Carleen Corcoran, Sue Lee, Carolyn Porter, Cathy Cowan and 
Cindy Beekley. [Photo by Rick Maas] 

Girls Tennis Team Finishes Season 
Another sport season has wound 

up and all the girls have hung up 
their tennis "star" clothes. The 
girls tennis team finished their 
season at the State Tournament in 
Brookings on Oct. 8. 

The tournament was scheduled 
so preliminary play was on 
October 8th and semifinals and 
finals on October 9th. "All the girls 
lost in first round singles and 
doubles through the cold weather 
factor, some pretty tough draws, 
and probably a little nerves," 
according to Coach Pickering. 

"Although we didn't place in the 
final competition we had a good 
year and placed high in ESD 
competition," said Carol Pickering. 

Riggs seniors finishing their 
high school tennis career are 
Cindy Beekley, Sue Lee, Sigrid 
Werthmann, Carleen Corcoran, 
and Colleen Huntley. 

Returning for next year's team 
will be letter person Cathy Cowan 
backed by Nancy Teske, Trisha 
Thelen, Lisa Brinkman, Cindy 
Brabander, Lori Badger and Liz 
Miller. 

The gun goes off as cross country runners Ahlene Stillwell and 
LaRie Nelson start the race at farm island followed closely by Jacque 
Gardner and Dianne Bullard. 

"Some of the girls have been 
coming up at 6 a.m. and running 

when the boys do and with this 
determination, they deserve to be 
tops." 

"This year, having to be the 
first, was a dry run for girls cross 
country. And as all sports go, they 
get bigger and better every year. 
With this, Pierre will be among 
the best." 

Cross Country boys run to victory 
The Pierre Governor boys 

Cross-Country team ran away 
with the Region 3 title at Huron, 
Saturday, Oct. 23. 

Pierre finished with 27 points 
compared to second place Yankton 
with 61 points. Mitchell trailed 
Yankton with 65, followed by 
Winner with 91 and Huron 94. 

Pierre's outstanding number 
one runner, John Smith out-kicked 
Mitchell's Brad Brane in the final 
200 yards of the 3:1 mile course in 
a time of 16 minutes and 20.9 
seconds. Pierre's Paul Mernaugh 
was 3rd followed, by Keith 
Magruder 4th; Darrell Hartman, 
9th;Damon Hartman, 10th; Matt 
Popowski, 20th; and Kent Kneip, 
31st. 

In Junior Varsity competition, it 
was Larry Hartog, Brett Sampson, 
and Tony Hillmer sweeping 1st, 
2nd and 3rd respectively. Todd 
Nortenson placed 10th. 

A week earlier, the Govs 
traveled to Brookings for the ESD 
Conference meet. The Governors 
ended with second place, falling to 
a healthy Watertown team. 

"Pierre's performance in ESD 
was the best ever," stated head 
Coach Larry Lundeen. 

Next Monday, Nov. 1, is the 
state meet at Brookings, and 
Pierre should be a strong 
contender. 

"I think we're capable of 
finishing in the top five teams in 
both girls and boys division," 
predicted Lundeen. 

Lady Governors Over Eagles 59-50 
The Lady Gov's really showed 

action as they beat seventh-ranked 
Aberdeen Eagles, 59-50 Saturday, 
Oct. 16 at home. 

There were 66 rebounds 
compared to Aberdeen's 30-some. 
They also made over 12 points in 
fastbreaks. Coach Barb Felderman 
says "desire" was a factor in 
winning "the girls really wanted it. 
The team as a whole, played 
extremely well." 

Aberdeen was keen on Paula 
Kellar as she is the leader in 
scoring, so the other girls got a 
chance to do real well. Felderman 
remarked that Cindy Lenners 
played a real outstanding game 
and Tami Peterson helped. 

The next toughie for the Lady 
Gov's will be Brookings, Oct. 29. 
Felderman feels they will run into 
some trouble for "Brookings have 
two girls 6 feet and they are 
ranked 8th in the state. They were 
good last year and they are good 

this year." She feels they might 
have difficulty with rebounding. 

The day after Brookings, they 
have a tournament in Winner. Ft. 
Pierre and Winner play the first 
game and Pierre and Chamberlain 
play the second. 

The team faces 8 more games 
including Sectionals at Miller, 
Nov. 29 to Dec. 1. The State A 
tournament will be held at 
Mitchell Dec. 9-11. 

Felderman remarks of the girls 
as "energetic" and "The one basic 
goal is to get to 'state' this year." 

F'riday, Oct. 22, the Ladies 
traveled to first-rated Yankton 
only to face a bad defeat of 66-34. 
But the girls probably were 
"pushed" out mainly because 
Yankton is top-rated. "The offense 
was not very good; they had 
trouble running plays and had 
trouble rebounding" quoted Fel
derman. 
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Another first established at Riggs as girl joins welding class 

Riggs High has established 
another First - Doreen Lehrkamp 
has become the first girl in the 
school's history to participate in 
Welding - a class instructed by Mr. 
Pat Hoeing. 

Why? Not because she is a 
Women's Lib advocate, but 
because she is planning for her 
future and needs such skills to 
teach agriculture which she 
intends to do upon completing her 
education. 

Doreen explained it quite easily 
by telling me the four groups in ag, 
with which one must be familiar 
1. livestock 2. crops 3. machinery
and 4. repair, which is where
welding comes in.

Welding, she informed me, is 
merely working with a torch to 
fuse metals together to make or 
repair tools - farm tools in her 
case. I asked for several examples 
or class projects and was 
overwhelmed by such foreign 
words as braze-welding, arc 
welding, and gas welding, cap
joints and T-joints. 

Trying for more familiar 
ground, I hesitatenly asked how 
such a class was graded. "Well, 
Mr. Hoeing grades by your 
projects, and by your participa
tion. If you take notes, read the 

book and do the questions, it's 
certainly not hard to get a good 
grade." 

As to how she gets along in the 
class, that is not hard to tell, "I 
enjoy the class and the boys are 
willing to help. I didn't have any 
problem getting in (signing up for) 
the class." 

Doreen also mentioned that she 
hopes more girls take the class, 
"It requires skill but it's not hard 
and Mr. Hoeing is a good teacher. 
He demonstrates to give us an idea 
of what is going on." 

Speaking of Mr. Hoeing ... One 
of the first things he said when I 
quizzed him about this record first 
was "She's different. No, really 
she's doing well, there are no 
problems," he stressed. ''I'd really 
like to see more girls in Welding. 
It takes dexterity, like typing but 
with two years of college 
education and passing a welder 
test a person can earn as much as 
$15-$25 per hour." 

As we talked of the boy-girl 
ratio, Mr. Hoeing also mentioned 
the fact that several girls were 
now in drafting classes with 
promise ... "if they'd just quit 
messing around with the boys ... " 

Individual voice lessons offered 

Your voice squeaks when you 
answer a teachers request, it 
cracks when you're called upon to 
recite romantic lines from a classic 
and you keep hitting the wrong 
pitch when attempting to sing 
"The Star Spangled Banner." 

You may rest in peace, help is 
not as far from the horizon as you 
may think. It is right here in 
school. 

Mrs. Jeanne Dahlin, chorus 
teacher, has recently started 
individual and group voice lessons 
for any student (not just for chorus 
members). Lessons may be 
scheduled during free periods or 
after school. This is not for credit, 
but will be to one's personal 
benefit. All that is required for 
these classes are voice and breath. 

Yearbook sales 
Advanced sales for the 1977 

"Gumbo" begin on Monday, 
Nov. 1 in the lobby. 

Year books must be ordered 
now. None will be available in 
the spring or when they are 
distributed in August. 

Nan Williams, "Gumbo" 
editor, commented, "the book 
will be better than ever, and 
everyone should hurry and 
still only $5." 

Mrs. Dahlin believes that voice 
and breathing go hand in hand. 

One of the personal benefits of 
such a class is building confidence 
One is much more prepared to sing 
in front of a group after having 
some training. 

There is in average of 19 
students from each class (soph., 
jr., and sr.). Out of the 9 boys in 
chorus, there are only 5 taking 
these lessons. Mrs. Dahlin would 
like to see more boys joining in. 
She emphasized that both her boys 
and girls are doing very well, and 
there is no problem with 
attendence. 

Voice lessons are also advan
tageous to those who wish to take 
part in Ensemble singing. Your 
voice will not be just "one of the 
crowd." 

If you take these lessons, you 
will not have to sing in special 
groups, enjoy it as you will, who 
knows, maybe it'll help win the 
next pep assembly?! Can't you just 
hear the sophomore class chanting 
- one ... breath two ... Yell three ..
Breath four ... Yell .. .

We all have a special gift coming 
Sunday. That hour of sleep we lost 
the end of April is now being 
returned. D:1.ylight Savings Time 
ends Sundll). 

Doreen Lehrkamp, the first girl to enroll in welding class at Riggs 
High, shows Mr. Pat Hoing, instructor, how it's done! 

Doreen couldn't by-pass such a 
challenge. She insisted it was the 
other way around! Now we know! 

Aside from Welding (which she 
is taking for one semester) Doreen 
also takes Irrigation, Farm 
Buildings, Horse Production, and 
Small Engines, all supervised by 
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the general class called Occupa
tional Experiences in Agriculture. 
Active as she is in her studies she 
also takes part in 4-H, Rodeo Club, 
basketball and track. 

So when does she have time to 
mess around with the boys?? 

Visit Welding sometime. 

Halloween Night 
Up, far up, 
Shining in the sky 
The crescent moon 
Slowly floats by. 

On this night 
Witches brew is cast 
In devils havens 
_Over cauldrons so vast. 

The phantoms return 
On the eerie eve 
To haunt their killers 
Never to leave. 

The goblins and ghosts 
Run about graveyard plots 
Seeking their prey 
To rent holocost. 

Gargoles come to life 
During these hours 
Acting under the forces 
Of evil powers. 

The devil holds meetings 
Members enter his lare 
They sacrifice innocents 
Enter who dares. 

The jack-o-lanterns grimace 
With their idiotic lips 
At the children who come 
And play small quips. 

So this ends 
The Halloween night 
Goblins and devils 
Witches in flight. 

C.B.


